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Judging Rubric
Directions: CURE is both a celebration of undergraduate research and a learning experience for students. Scores will be submitted through the InfoReady platform and require brief descriptive written feedback for each category. Evaluations are shared with students, so they can learn from this experience.

	Category
	Beginning -1
	Developing-2
	Proficient-3
	Mastery-4
	Score

	Topic—The “What”

* Statement of purpose, concept, idea or research question. 

	The concept, idea or research question is unclear or underdeveloped. 
	The concept, idea, or research question is somewhat unclear and could be more developed.
	The concept, idea, or research question is mostly clear, developed, and understood.
	The concept, idea, or research question is clear, fully developed, and easily understood.
	


/4

	Comments:






	Significance/Relevance--The “Why”

*Background context to set the stage for the project

*Contribution to the field or society
 

	Minimal or no context for the project. Demonstrates limited or no understanding of how their project can contribute to the field of study or society. 
	Some context for the project is provided but could be more detailed or clearer. Demonstrates minimal understanding of how their project can contribute to the field of study or society. 
	Account of the context for the project provided. Demonstrates sufficient understanding of how their project can contribute to the field of study or society. 
	Clear and detailed account of the project context provided. Demonstrates an in-depth understanding of how their project can contribute to the field of study or society.  
	

/4

	Comments:






	Category
	Beginning-1
	Developing-2
	Proficient-3
	Mastery-4
	Score

	Process—The “How”

*Explanation of methods or process used 

*Understanding of reasoning for chosen method
	No explanation of process or method used. No understanding of the chosen process.
	Process or method explained but could be more thorough. Demonstrates minimal understanding of reasoning for chosen process.
	Process or method thoroughly explained. Demonstrates sufficient understanding of reasoning behind the chosen process.
	Process or method thoroughly explained. Demonstrates an in-depth understanding of reasoning behind the chosen process.
	/4

	Comments:





	Oral Presentation

*Uses language understandable to the audience, demonstrates knowledge of topic and engages audience. 


	Use of jargon or unclear description of project.
Unable to answer questions. Does not demonstrate an understanding of project/topic.
	Used some jargon without explanation.
Some questions answered thoroughly.
Demonstrates minimal understanding of the topic/project.
	Jargon free language used, or sufficient explanation of terms provided. Adapts language.
Ease in answering questions but does not always elaborate.
Demonstrates sufficient understanding of the topic/project.
	Clear, jargon free language used, or explanation of terms provided. Adapts language and elaborates based on audience cues. 
Answers questions thoroughly and with ease. Demonstrates an in-depth understanding of the topic/project. 
	


	Comments:







	Category
	Beginning-1
	Developing-2
	Proficient-3
	Mastery-4
	Score

	Use of visuals/display

*Use of visuals to tell the story and enhance understanding of the project

*Visuals can include artifacts, displays, models, equipment, interactive elements, recordings and/or posters. Posters are not required

Round table discussion presenters are required to share a handout as their visual.


	Visuals are not engaging or relevant. Visuals are confusing and/or do not enhance understanding of topic/project. Errors detract from the effectiveness.
	Visuals are somewhat engaging and relevant. Errors detract from the effectiveness.
	Visuals are engaging, relevant and tell the research story. Visuals could have been utilized more effectively to enhance understanding of the topic. Minimal errors—errors do not detract from the overall effectiveness of the visual. 

	Visuals are engaging and relevant and are used effectively to tell the research story, engage the audience and enhance understanding. Visuals are free of errors.
	

/4

	Comments: 




	References

*Use of scholarly resources to support context for project
	References not included.
	One to two references.
	Three to four references used. 
	Extensive list of references and resources used.
	
/4

	Comments:
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